
2017 GOING WEST POETRY SLAM GUIDELINES, RULES AND JUDGING 

GRAND FINAL GUIDELINES  

Judges Guidelines

1. The main event consists of two rounds.

Starting with 15 poets in round one.  Top five 5 poets from round one progress to round two.

2. The Five (5) highest scoring poets progress to round two, to compete for 1st, 2nd and 3rd placing.

3. Poets are rated on both content and performance by judges

4. Each poem can be a maximum 3 minutes. There’s a 30-second grace period, after which the poet 
will may be asked to stop by the MC. There is no minimum time.

5. No props, costumes, or musical instruments.

Generally, poets are allowed to use their given environment and the accoutrements it offers - 
microphones, mic stands, the stage itself, chairs on stage, a table or bar top, the aisle - as long as 
these accoutrements are available to other competitors as well.

6. Reading from the page is allowed. So is memorizing.

7. No covers allowed. Each poem must be of the poet’s own creation.

All styles are welcome and encouraged: acapella hip-hop, theatrical monologues, literary poetry, 
sound poetry, dub poetry, rants, haikus, power raps, etc.

8. The No Repeat Rule.

A poem may be only used once during the rounds. A new poem is to be read in each round. If not at 
the judges discretion it may be judged lower.  

Performance/ Performer Guidelines

1.  All performers must have two pieces prepared.

Poems can be on any subject and in any style.

2. Each poet must perform work that s/he has created.

3. No props, costumes, or musical instruments.  

4. The No Repeat Rule.
A poem may be only used once during the rounds. A new poem is to be read in each round.  
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Scoring Guidelines

Preferred scoring method:

Each judge will give each poem a score from 0 to 20, with 20 being the highest or "perfect" score. 
They will be encouraged to use one decimal place in order to preclude the likelihood of a tie.

Judges’ scores will be added together. The total of the three judges determines the poets overall 
score out of 60

However please feel free to determine your own method of scoring or ranking poets. Please make 
sure that is fair and traceable as to how you made the call.

Breaking Ties.

If, at the conclusion of the final a tie exists for first place, each poet tied for first place shall be 
required to send one more poem to the stage.

Judges will listen to the poems in the tie breaker and at the conclusion of the poems, will assign a 
rank for each poem, starting with 1 for the best poem and increasing the rank by one for each 
additional poem in the rotation assigning each number exactly once (1 for the best, 2 for the second 
best, 3 for the third, etc.).

The poem with the lowest total rank wins the tie breaker.

The Three-Minute Rule.

No performance should last longer than three minutes. After three minutes, there is a 30-second 
grace period.

Maximum Time Limit.

After five minutes, the MC may stop a poet from continuing.
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Scoring Performance and Content Guidelines

PERFORMANCE

VERY POOR
0-2

POOR
2-4

AVERAGE
4-6

GOOD
6-8

OVERALL 
PERFORMANCE

Ineffective or
inappropriate

recitation

Nervous,
uncomfortable

Inaudible, slow or
hurried pace

Inadequate
recitation; lack

lustre

Timid, lacking
confidence

Audible but quiet or
too loud,

monotone. slow or
hurried pace

Sufficient recitation
of poem; lacked

meaningful impact

At times lacked
confidence

Clear and  adequate
intonation and pace

Enjoyable
recitation and

performance of the
poem.

Successfully
delivered the

poem. Comfortable
and confident body

language

Clear, appropriate
intonation and

pace
CONTENT

VERY POOR
0-2

POOR
2-4

AVERAGE
4-6

GOOD
6-8

CONTENT
Obscure meaning of

poem
Not sufficiently

communicated the
meaning of the

poem

Communicates the
meaning of the

poem

Conveys the
meaning of the

poem well
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Score sheet

POETS NAME:____________________________________________________________________

Score
CONTENT

/ 10

PERFORMANCE
/10

TOTAL
POINTS /20

Notes:


